	Press release
	[image: ]


KHS and B&R take the "iF gold award"
An intuitive operating concept with clearly arranged symbols – this approach of keeping the focus on the user is what allowed a new KHS operator panel to win over the jury for the "iF communication design award 2011". Developed in close cooperation with B&R and based on advanced Power Panel technology, this innovative machine operator panel can handle all of the requirements of the foodstuffs and packaging industries. By seamlessly linking ergonomics, navigation and design, complex processes can be depicted in a way that is easy for the user to understand and manage. From among 900 products, this newly designed HMI system was able to rise above the crowd to win the coveted "iF gold award".  
New standards in machine operation
With its modern flatscreen design, this state-of-the-art operator panel is able to meet the strict hygienic requirements of the foodstuffs and packaging industries. A high level of operating comfort for personnel is provided by the 4:3 resistive touch screen as well as the B&R illuminated ring keys with multi-color LEDs. Its colorful imagery, icons and interactive operating instructions make it extremely easy to enter and modify parameters. Also part of the system is an integrated RFID transponder that handles user management by only providing access to the detailed views and operating levels that are actually needed by each operator.  
Another decisive advantage of this new HMI system is that it consolidates the user interfaces of machines on a production line that used to be handled separately. As a central operating and control unit, the B&R Panel PC combines control, visualization and drive technology into a single device, making it possible to control and monitor individual machines and complete production lines from a single interface.  
HMI system wins the "red dot design award"
The operator panel designed by KHS and B&R didn't just stop at the iF award, however. Its modern design also took it to the top at a ceremony held at the red dot design museum in Essen, Germany, taking home the "red dot: best of the best" award. Of 6,000 registrants from 44 countries, just over 1% were bestowed with this honor. And as if winning several awards in 2011 weren't enough, the operator panel has already been nominated for "Germany's Design Prize of 2012" as well.
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By seamlessly combining ergonomics, navigation and design, the KHS panel fulfills all the requirements of intuitive operation.



About B&R
B&R, a division of ABB Group, is a global leader in industrial automation headquartered in Austria.  B&R combines state-of-the-art technology with advanced engineering to provide customers in virtually every industry with complete solutions for machine and factory automation, motion control, HMI and integrated safety technology. With Industrial IoT communication standards including OPC UA, POWERLINK and openSAFETY as well as its Automation Studio software, B&R is constantly redefining the future of automation engineering. The innovative spirit that keeps B&R at the forefront of industrial automation is driven by a commitment to simplifying processes and exceeding customer expectations.     
For more information, visit www.br-automation.com. 
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